Our Classroom Environment


Below is a description of the classroom environment that I will enforce:

1.
Respect: students will commit to the school’s Rights and Responsibility code printed in our agendas and on the wall of all classrooms.  Students will respect the personal space, bodies and property of everyone in the class.  Students will speak respectfully to people in class recognizing that we may constructively disagree with their ideas without attacking them personally.  Students will respect others in the classroom by actively listening to whoever is speaking while not taking part in other conversations.  Students will respect the classroom by keeping it clean, neat and comfortable.  Cell phones and pagers are generally disruptive to the class; they will be kept under control.  Personal music devices are inappropriate during tests, group work, lessons or class discussions, but may be used during individual work as long as others are not disturbed.  

2.
Attendance: generally, it is very hard for students to pass when they rarely attend; similarly, it is rather hard for students to fail when they attend regularly and on time.  Students who are unable to attend class are required to have their parents or guardians inform the school office of their absence (941-5401) or else the absence will be considered a skipped class.

3.
Seminars: students must attend seminars when they need help with course work or when they fall behind.  I may insist you attend seminar to catch up on incomplete work.  Seminars happen in block C in room 206.  I am also available for extra help by advance arrangement.

4.
Teachers on Call are guests in our classroom.  They are often unfamiliar with the routines and nature of our classroom environment.  Students need to show them total respect, give them all assistance needed, and obey their instructions.  If students make the class difficult for a teacher on call, they will be required to make amends for harming our school’s reputation, usually through written apologies to important individuals.

5.
Daily Homework: nightly review of the semester’s work is expected and essential for reinforcing what you learn over time. See page 18 in the yellow section in the front of your student agenda.

6.
Late Assignments will be treated according to our school-wide policy.  Students understand that their work habits mark will suffer if they cannot meet due dates. Students should take advantage of my due date extension policy when needed.

7.
Plagiarism: plagiarism is serious.  Accidental, non-intentional plagiarism merely requires correction of the error without penalty: it is usually an important learning experience.  Intentional plagiarism is unacceptable, will lead to the students doing the assignment again and likely having their work habits mark suffer.  Students need to understand the content of the “What is Plagiarism?” sheet, read the school’s plagiarism statement on page 17 of the yellow section in the front of their school agendas, and they can see me any time to discuss without penalty whether or not they have accidentally plagiarized. Unless explicitly given permission to do so, students must edit and proofread their own work. Including assistance from peers, parents, teachers, tutors or anyone else in your work is plagiarism. Please ask questions if you do not fully understand how to apply this rule.

8.
The Internet: students and parents can contact me any time at SBuckley@SD43.bc.ca. Students need to have a working school login ID and password to access the online portions of this course at http://dgiVista.org/Education. 
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