The Purpose of Education

(or…why should we keep coming here each day?)

BC School Act…the goal of a democratic society is to ensure that all its members receive an education that enables them to become personally fulfilled and publicly useful, which would lead to an increase in the strength and contributions to the health and stability of our society.  The BC school system should enable learners to develop their individual potential and to gain the knowledge, skills and attitudes needed to contribute to a healthy, democratic and pluralistic society and a prosperous and sustainable economy.

 (The following are adapted from Neil Postman’s 1992 book, Technopoly, page 172)

Confucius…teaching tradition is the best hope for an orderly society.

Cicero…education must free the student from present-day tyranny and oppression.

Thomas Jefferson…education is to teach the young how to protect their liberties.

Rousseau…education should free the young from the unnatural constraints of a wicked and unreasonable social class structure.

John Dewey…education should help the student function without certainty in a world of constant change and puzzling contradictory opinions and ideas.  Students are citizens in a democratic society so their education should teach them how to be valuable citizens by refining their capacity for reasoned thought and strengthening their will (desire) to protect their liberties (freedoms).  

Plagiarism!

"We are what we repeatedly do.  Excellence, then, is not an act, but a habit."
                           - Aristotle

Plagiarism is either intentional, or it comes from carelessness or ignorance. Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty come in many shapes and forms:

- a student copies another student's assignment

- a student knowingly lets another student copy an assignment

- a student has another person (parent, sibling, friend, etc.) do the assignment

- a student hands in an assignment previously done in another course (not original work for the current assignment)

- a student acquires a complete assignment from a friend, sibling, etc.

- a student takes verbatim phrases, sentences or paragraphs from any source (website, newspaper, magazine, book, etc.) without using quotation marks

- a student uses a quotation from a source without providing a reference or a correct reference

- a student paraphrases information from any source without providing a reference or a correct reference

And one of the most popular ways of plagiarizing these days...the Internet
- a student acquires a complete assignment from the Internet (website, chatroom, email, discussion group, etc.)

or

- a student slightly alters a complete assignment from the Internet

or

- significant parts of a student's assignment are verbatim parts of an assignment from the Internet

